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Warrior Canine Connection

A
If you work at the WA Central Office (MACO), WA -
you might hase noticed some furry visitors in .

QUICK LINKES the lobby every third Friday of the month sincs Vietoran Spallight: Or. Geraed Cax
lzst summer. These pups are pan of Warrior
: e eberan

Canine Connection (WCC), a nonprofit Salule | .

F Haospital Locate ) ) } =l -
organization that enlisis Veterans in 3

Gao therapeutic mission of learning to train senice ""I“ = “'I' s

1o Improse NMurse =

dogs for their fellow Veterans

Ed Heattn Programs T leam sbout the arigins of WCC, you must 1A Stalf Serving Veterar
first be introduced to Gabe. Mearly two Warsior Carina Cormaction
A Protect Your bies! decades ago, Licensed Social Warker Rick
O ! L]

Yount received an unexpected Christmas
present from two fiends who wers eterans of
DOperation Desen Storm: Gabriel (AA Gabs)
an eight-wesk-old Golden Retriever puppoy

\ihen he got Gabe, Mr.
Yount was working with
sbused chidren in 3

foster home in rural West

i V(Ehri!rqns Acyear later, Gabe sccompanied M. Yount to Virginia. Bzbz now has
=== CrisisLine work — the same day he transportad an 11- offspring in many
1-800-273-8155 MESD year-old boy from his baclogical mother into countrizs, whao are helping iy

foster cars. Mr. Yount found that during this etzrans and their
mast traumatic of times nstinctively farnilies all ower the world.
J— knew how to soothe the devastated child, and
’ TTL R a seed was planted. With Mr. Yount's guidance
A health-vet and training, Gabe became a Certified Therapy Dop.
[

B A-7 Health Togs

[
R e When LS troops began arriving home from the
Irag and Afghanistan conflicts with serious
physical wounds and mental trauma, Mr, Youwnt
saw the elationship
mem'ﬁu and beca onwinced that dogs could play a
e = pivotal rols in Vizterans' healing. In July 2008,
Mr. ount created the first Warrior dog-training
program to provide 3 safe, effectve, non-
pharmaceutical interwention to help treat the
symptoms of Postraumatic Dizorder
(FTSD} and traumatic brain injury (TBI). The
program, based at the Palo Alte WA's Men's
Trauma Recovery Program in Menle Park, CA
imalved 3 mixture of active duty and Vistnam
rans and evohved inta a highly
using expensntis

Rick Yount outside WACO

training.

Mr. ount was asked in 2008 to establish the Warrior dog-training program at
Walter Resd Amny Medical Center's Warrior Transition Brigade (WTB) in
Washington, OC. In October 2010, he and the program were invited to be part of
the PTSD and TEI research, treatment and education mission at the new Mationa
Intrepid Center of Excellence (MICoE), in Bethesds, MD — located 3t what is now
the Waler Reed Natonal Milzary Medical Canter




In 2011, WCC was founded %o expand the
availability of this therapeutic sensce dog-
training program to the U.5. Department of
Defenss and V& medicsl treatment facTties
thraughout the country, and %o conduct
research 1o establizh this mode! 3z an
evidenca-based theragy for FTS0 and TEI
WC.C utilizes 3 Mission Based Trauma
Recovery mode! (see infographic below) o
help eteran "Warriors” recovering from the
siress of combat reconnect with their famiies,
cormmunities and life.

WCC puppies taking 3
brezk from socializing at
‘it Central Office in
Washington, DC

According to Mr. Yount, “The benefits that

‘eterans with PTSD can get out of participating in training these dogs for fellow
etsrans, and how one dog can be trained by multiple Vetersns over the two years
or so that it takes to train them — this is a mental health mtervention that's
experiential and teaches skils that are critica! to transitioning and adjusting from
comibat missions to health missions.”

By interscting with these dogs as they mave
fromn puppyhood te fraining to adult service
dogs, Warrior Trainers bensfit from a
phy=iclogical and psychological animal-human
connection. As a result of their effors,
‘eterans with disabilites receive the finestin
trained semnvice dogs. Through WCC's program
st medical centers, Veterans and Service
Memibers have the opportunity to help train 3
service dog for their fellow Wamiors as par of
their cwn healing process. This is "Warrior
Ethios" — the mission of helping out 3 fellow
\Warrior as part of this process.

A pupgy naps on @ wanm blanket at the edge of
the play pen, surroundsd by toys Each dog is
purpose-bred specifically for temperament and
lomgevity, which ensures the dog's health and
ability to serve Veterans. For examgle, for s
‘eteran requiring mobiity assstance, WEC
ensures they're paired wih strong, healthy
dogs with healthy hips and joints whe can help
with physical activity. In addition, WC.C breeds
and socizfzes 30 of their dogs 1o ensurs
they're friendly. If you're at WACO, you might
be able to s2e and socslize with these pups
during one of their future visits!

How we help Warriors
e s

hitp:if
Warmiorcanineconnechon.o
g/

howi-we-help-warriors/
infographic’)

To date, thousands of Service Members and
‘eterans experiencing syrnptoms of combat
siress have participsted in WCC's program.
Since its founding, WCC has paired 57 dogs
with Weterans. Any Weteran in the US can
quakfy for 3 service dog, which are matched,

paired and provided to \Weterans at no cost to them.

As 3 nonprofit, YWCC hopes to help build a public-private partnership with the Wi to
help more WVeterans, wherever they ars located. WEC also hopes 1o see the
‘eterans Dog Traming Therapy Act — drafted with the help of Mr. Yount —

passad, 5o this program can be expanded to addiional Veterans centers.




Lezm more sbout WO and apply to be a "puppy parent’ at:
hitps:{iwamorcanineconnection.org!
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